Premature closure of the distal radial physis in two dogs.
Premature closure of the distal radial physis was diagnosed in two dogs. In one dog, the premature closure was symmetric; in the other, it was asymmetric. Lameness, elbow subluxation, distended elbow joint capsule, forelimb muscle atrophy, and a shortened radius and ulna had developed in each dog. Carpal valgus and outward rotation of the paw had developed in the dog with asymmetric closure. Surgical treatment resulted in marked improvement of forelimb function in both dogs.